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Austria as a „pillar-2-country“ 

• 40% pillar 1

• 60% pillar 2

FOR THE CONTEXT

106.300 farms

3 Mio ha

(grassland and 
arable land)

81% of the farmers take 
part in Agri 

Environmental Measures 
(=ÖPUL)

Action based

19.500 farms

(85.000 ha)

Result oriented

450 farms

(4167 ha) 

Other ÖPUL programs



THE KEY OF THE SYSTEM

Objective

Indicators on spot Additional indicators on spot

Clear connection between indicators 

and farming measures

No clear connection between 

indicators and farming measures 

/difficult to control

Control and sanction Evaluation, discussion and conclusion

Documentation



HABITAT TYPE

Meadows Pastures Arable Land



• List of 100 indicators plus 50 additional indicators

• Indicators for

• Soil and water balance, 

• nutrient balance, 

• vegetation density, 

• vegetation height, 

• distribution grass, herb and clover

• stratification of vegetation, 

• growth forms, 

• especially typical plants and animals

• structures like bushes or stone walls

INDICATORS



PAYMENT

Meadows Pastures Arable Land

⌀ 1033€/hectar ⌀ 606€/hectar ⌀410€/hectar



MULTISTAGE PROCESS

Application Telephone check Consultation with 

an expert
Agreement 

Project 

confirmation

Start of 

documentation 

and control and 

funding

Year of application/consultation Start 



Farm visit
Free for the 

farmers 

Farmer and 

expert visit 

together the area

Which 

habitat?

Selection of  

(additional) 

indicators 

What is the 

objective?

Spark enthusiasm 

in the farmer

for every potential 

conservation area

Which conservation

status?



EXAMPLE
Species-rich fat meadow in condition A, light management difficulty

At least 4 of the following plant species grow on the area:

Wiesen-Bocksbart (Tragopogon pratensis), 

Wiesen-Glockenblume (Campanula pratensis)

Wiesen-Witwenblume (Knautia arvensis)

Wiesen-Flockenblume (Centauria jacea)

Wiesen- Margerite (Leucanthemum vulgare),

Wiesen-Salbei (Salvia pratensis)

Preservation

The following problem plant species do not flower in the area: Broadleaf dock 

(Rumex obtusifolius)

Additional: Wart-biter (Decticus verrucivorus) is present.

658,8€/hectar



• Mainly conducted through a photo-based app

• The farmer views their conservation areas with a conservation-focused 

perspective.

DOCUMENTATION



DOCUMENTATION



DOCUMENTATION



EDUCATION

Networking Meeting

EBW newspaper

“Logbook”

Educational visit Quality visit

3 short films



NEWSPAPER



• Experiences of the pilot project (2014-2020)
• 2 year RDP project:
• 10 meetings with experts (botanists, zoologists, ornithologists) to develop 

indicators
• 9 farm visits to test indicators
• Meetings with representatives of ministry, control agency and regional 

nature conservationists
• App for documentation
• Selection process
• Concept for the education of advice crew

THE STORY SO FAR TOWARDS 
UPSCALING 



• The selected indicators have been considered from various perspectives:
• their clarity and traceability  for farmers,
• their ecological significance in consultation with experts,
• and their verifiability with the paying agency.

• Calibration of the experts: 
• Consultants' meeting with on-site demonstration
• Q&A service

CRUCIAL FINDINGS



The EBW is an investment in farmers, helping them to see ecological 

connections more clearly, and thus serving as a pathway to enable lasting 

change.

KEY MESSAGE
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