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Vision

The worldôs best-performing nature credit markets
ïmobilising impactful investments to improve the state of nature
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Three main objectives

1. ECOLOGICAL EFFECTIVENESS: Nature 

credit markets prevent biodiversity loss and 

improve the state of nature.

2. MARKET FUNCTIONING: Nature credit 

markets function smoothly and reliably, and 

become part of biodiversity action.

3. GOVERNANCE AND LEGISLATION: 

Legislation and governance concerning 

nature credit markets is actively developed, 

and policy measures remain coherent.
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ECOLOGICAL EFFECTIVENESS
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Nature  Conservation  Legislation : Offsets

ÅDrafting of legislation was supported by an expert group of ~100 ecologists  

 what, where and when criteria to achieve no net loss

ÅChapter 11 in the Nature Conservation Act (9/2023) contains rules for certification & offsetting 

ÅMetrics in the Decree of the Ministry of the Environment on                                             

Voluntary Ecological Compensation (933/2023).
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Nature  Conservation  Legislation : 
from  offsets  to biodiversity  markets

Legislation consists of 

a) certified generation of (additional) nature values (nature value hectares = national nature 

credit unit) 

b) rules for both offsetting the degradation of natural values and nature positive action with 

certified nature credits.

Numerous preceeding studies & ongoing research.
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External Evaluation of Finnish Model

Dr. Sophus zu Ermgassen (University of 
Oxford) evaluated in 2026 the Finnish 
voluntary offset legislation.

Conclusions

ÅThe Finnish volutary offset model is 
exceptionally strong in international 
comparison

ÅParticular strengths include: Additionality, 
Permanence, Public authority verification, 
Open register

ÅGives a credible base for expanding into 
nature credit markets.

9.6.2026 7



FUNCTIONING MARKETS
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