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Agenda

e Who are we?
e What is happening?
O Status of nature and biodiversity in Belgium
O Sense of urgency on climate and biodiversity
e What can we do?
O Nature Based Solutions
e How does it work?
O Status and ambition

O Business for Nature




Natuurpunt, did you know?

30.092 ha
in nature
management

125.000
members

713 nature
reserves

25.500
follow a course

yearly

36.125
volunteers

17 visitors
centers
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612
professionals

Cooperate
with
780 farmers



Figure 3.8 Conservation status of habitats at
Member State level
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Main causes
of biodiversity loss

@themallornproject




Global warming and biodiversity loss 1970 — 2020




Importance
of biodiversity

Ecosystem services >
economic value—

benefiting both the %€ cuir i
economy and soCiety | B®D
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Ecosystem services: examples on what companies rely on
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Freshwater > Freshwater > Pollination > production of >75% of
beverage industries cooling data centers global food crop types

Food & biomass > Soil fertility > Water purification >
agri-food sector agriculture Natural filtration for e.g. drinkwater
management



The biodiversity crisis is
already impacting the
economy

® Risk categories are
shifting over time

Global risks ranked
by severity

WORLD
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FORUM
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Please estimate the likely impact (severity) of the following

risks over a 2-year and 10-year period.

Short term (2 years)

qst
2nd
Srd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th

100

Geoeconomic confrontation

Misinformation and
disinformation

Societal polarization

Extreme weather events

State-based armed conflict

Cyber insecurity

Inequality

human rights
freedoms

Involuntary migration or

displacement

Long term (10 years)

1 st Extreme weather events

2nd Biodiversity loss and
ecosystem collapse

Srd Critical change
to Earth systems

4Th Misinformation
and disinformation

5»“—] Adverse outcomes
of Al technologies

6“’1 Natural resource shortages
7th Inequality
8Th Cyber insecurity

gth Societal polarization

100

Risk categories @ Environmental @ Geopolitical @ Societal @ Technological

Source: World Economic Forum Global Risks Perception Survey 2025-2026
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Biodiversity loss: risks and impacts on companies

e Operational risk: disruption of supply chains

e Regulatory & legal risk: governments are tightening rules (e.g. EU Nature
Restoration Law / CSRD). Companies failing to adapt face fines or lose permits.

e Physical risk: Nature acts as a buffer. Loss of wetlands increases flood risks
for coastal or riverside infrastructure - a major concern in Flanders and

Wallonia.




Water stress in Belgium

Belgium and Flanders in particular is an exceptionally high water

stressed region.
Flanders isamong the regions with the highest Baseline Water stress in Europe.

Belgium "

Nan

WORLD
RESOURCES
INSTITUTE

World Resource Institute:
Baseline Water stress




What can we do?

And what does nature restoration bring?



; D
Nature based solutions

e Deliver sustainable benefits for climate,
biodiversity, and human well-being

e More concrete:
O Many nature reserves are super sponges
O Peatlands are true carbon sinks: with 30 tons of
carbon in the soil/ha, they store more CO2 than any
other biotope, incl. tropical forest.
Wet natural areas act as super air conditioners
Living and working near natural areas guarantees a

healthier population (Cambridge Univ.).




Nature restoration leads to several wins

Investing in nature restoration thrives biodiversity

B | povito wimm

INVESTEREN IN NATUURHERSTEL RENDEERT

Vito study: 1€ invested Biodiversity gain Protection against Keeps water to overcome
gives a return of 8-51€ to floodings drought
society

Water and air quality CO2 capture
improvement



Natuurpunt partnering
with companies

® [n 2025, we collaborated with 91 private
companies on nature restoration projects.

® Ve categorize our projects into 3 clusters:
O Water: wetland restoration

O Climate: reforestation and peatland
restoration

O Biodiversity: species protection (e.g.
supporting wild bees)
® (Companies seek impact:

litres of water, tonnes of carbon, wellbeing co-
workers...




Wetland restoration

® \Wetlands offer important solutions for climate
mitigation, water quality, water stress and

biodiversity crisis.

® \Wetlands contribute significantly to carbon storage.

® Natuurpunt has developed a wetland restoration
plan : restoring 1500 ha, now in bad shape, spread over

18 nature reserves.

® Ve combine public and private funds:

EU LIFE Projets | EU Interreg | Private partners




Natuurpunt herstelt
bijna 1.500 hectare
wetlands tegen 2027

wetland = natte natuur

moerassen 75% 147.000™ 18 gebieden samen
uveengebieden van enze natle kunnen we verdeeld over heel en met de steun van
we nog Vi * Viaandern
vennen de luat e 60 jaar * Eumpa
poelen Kojtgespeeld >1380M™ » lokale merheden
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natte graslanden 68.000™ we tegen 2027 . buwﬁn:mm
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© uitkerkse polder 0o 1] @ zuunvallet
Blankenherge de Maasloop Sint Pietrsleenw
191 ha herstel 345ha herstel. Herenthout 16 ha herstel
Polders, 11 ha herstel Notte groslonden
broekbossen Natte graslanden,
© stadswallen poelen, broekbossen @ DeMaten
van Damme © Krabbels-Lovenhoek Genk
Demme Vorselaar © Breeven 26 ha herstel
77ha herstel 44 ha herstel Ged Veen, uennen,
Polders, 53 ha herstel notte graslanden,
broekbossen Veen, vennen, natte broekbossen
© sint-onolfspolder graslanden
Dendermande © Visbeekuallel @ vallelvan de Abeek
47 haherstel Lille, Beerse, Sclrieken © Devennen Peer
Natte groslonden 67 ha herstel Balen 48 ha herstel
Nalte grostanden, 60 ha herstel Broehbossen
© Hogedonk broskbossen Veen, natte graslanden,
Gijregem Veen, nate @
61haherstel © DeMaat - Den Dlel graslanden Peer
Natte groslonden, 82 haherstel
meersen 65 ha herstel Grote oite
notte ZouBemw broekbossen
© Markuallel groslonden, broekbossen, 107 ho herstel
Gerandshergen, moerassen Natte graslanden, @ Hageven
Galmaarden poelen, broekbossen Neerpdt
53 ha herstel 3t ho herstel
Natte groslonden, Vennen, notte
broekbossen graslonden
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Vrijwilligers Steun de natuur  Contact Winkel Q Zoeken

Vrijwilligers Steun de natuur Ledenvoordelen Contact ‘Winkel Q Zoeker
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Investing in new forest

e Climate change mitigation: carbon
sequestration + cooling effect (also in cities)

e Biodiversity conservation

e Recreational value: forests are important
for our well-being.

e |tis easyto engage people for planting trees.

e (Campaigns together with schools,
commu-nities and companies

(CSR, carbon offsetting)




Biodiversity awareness and protection

Vrijwilligers Steun de natuur Ledenvoordelen Contact Winkel Q_ Zoeken & Inloggen
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@ > Nieuws > ENGIE, Natuurpunt en Natagora sensibiliseren samen rond biodiversiteit

ENGIE, Natuurpunt en Natagora sensibiliseren
samen rond biodiversiteit

£ 29 mei 2026

Categorieén Partnernieuws

De mensen in Belgié opnieuw dichter bij de natuur brengen: daar willen ENGIE, Natuurpunt en Natagora de komende twee
Jaar hun schouders onder zetten. En dat is hoognodig. Hoewel we de natuur steeds vaker uit het oog verliezen in ons
dagelijks leven, snakt onze mentale gezondheid juist naar meer groen. Dit partnerschap wil dat contrast verkleinen en de
natuur weer een vaste plek geven in ieders leven.






Belgische biodiversiteitsfinancieringskloof v
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Source: Onze natuur is goud waard, WWF-Belgié, 2023

Finance for
biodiversity in BE

First analysis (2023) shows severe
biodiversity finance gap in BE

Additional financial means and
human resources are needed to
reach our EU and international
obligations on nature & biodiversity

1.634 Million is still a small part of
State expenses ( 0,6%)


https://wwf.be/nl/publicatie/rapport-onze-natuur-goud-waard
https://wwf.be/nl/publicatie/rapport-onze-natuur-goud-waard
https://wwf.be/nl/publicatie/rapport-onze-natuur-goud-waard

Funded by @

the European Union Policy and
Institutional
Review (PIR)
What are the drivers, policies,
actors and existing
mechanisms that influence
bicdiversity finance?

Biodiversity farly N dFIT\a ncial
Expenditure Implementation eeds Assessment
Review (BER) S
How much is How much is ne"ededto
for biodiversity? reach the national
¥ biodiversity targets?

Biodiversity Finance Plan
* Which finance solutions are optimal for the country?
* Why should the country adopt them - the business case?

* How to successfully implement these optimal solutions step by step?

Implementation

Implementation of the Biodiversity Finance Plan through
a portfolio of finance solutions. Achieve and monitor finance results:

Generate Revenue | Deliver Better | Avoid Future Expenditures | Realign Finance

IUCN
natagora natuurpur‘lt

BE biodiversity finance
plan in development

e EU funded work to
support BE
administrations

® Detailed analysis of current
financing ecosystem &
needs

® C(reating portfolio of 10-20
high impact finance
solutions to close gap



Natuurpunt’s strategic vision
for nature restoration

® |andscape sharing is the key
® Integrate nature into every part of the landscape

wonen
en industrie

natuurlijre
landbouw

(o

landelijke
natuur

o strikte
natuur

natuur







Drivers to invest in biodiversity initiatives

® Our banking partners include BNP, Belfius, VDK, Candriam.

® Regarding insurance, we have established partnerships with AG, Ethias and Baloise.

® Motivations to invest in nature/biodiversity are various:

O

O

O

O

Reputation & brand image (all)
Enhancing carbon storage (Ethias)
Driving employee engagement in sustainability strategies (BNP & Ethias)

Meeting customer demands for products with a social and environmental
impact (Belfius)

Mitigating climate-related risks and potential damages (BNP, Baloise & Ethias)

* banks, investors, insurance companies



Blended financing boosts biodiversity investment

e Natuurpunt receives 70% in subsidies for nature
protection, but we need co-funding to take action.

e Thisis where blended financing makes the difference: it
reduces the investment burden by leveraging these
subsidies. This allows companies to contribute less while
multiplying their impact to realize large-scale projects
together.

e Public funding for nature and biodiversity is shrinking as
priorities shift elsewhere, making the role of private
companies even more crucial.



Take aways

e (lobal biodiversity is in critical decline
e Nature is the backbone of our economy

e Ecosystem services are vital for economic
and societal stability

e Nature-based solutions offer a primary path
forward

e A massive financing gap must be bridged

e Private actors are the key to scaling solutions




“In my lifetime l've
witnessed a terrible
decline. In yours, you
could and should witness
a wonderful recovery.”

“We Rknow what we need
to do. What happens next
s up to us.”




Thank you very much
for your attention

Filip Hebbrecht, Accountmanager Corporate Partnerships

- filip. hebbrecht@natuurpunt.be
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