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Private actors 
invest in nature restoration.



Agenda
● Who are we?

● What is happening?

○ Status of nature and biodiversity in Belgium

○ Sense of urgency on climate and biodiversity

● What can we do?

○ Nature Based Solutions

● How does it work?

○ Status and ambition

○ Business for Nature



Natuurpunt, did you know?

30.092 ha

in nature 

management

713 nature 

reserves

36.125

volunteers

612

professionals

125.000

members

25.500

follow a course 

yearly

17 visitors 

centers

Cooperate

with

780 farmers



Belgium, state of habitats*

● Over 75% of terrestrial habitats and nearly 100% of dunes 

and marshes are in "unfavorable-bad" condition

● Belgium worst in class in Europe

* Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES)  & European Environment Agency



Main causes 
of biodiversity loss



Climate and biodiversity are linked



Ecosystem services > 

economic value—

benefiting both the 

economy and society

at large

Importance
of biodiversity



Ecosystem services: examples on what companies rely on

Freshwater >

beverage industries

Freshwater >

cooling data centers

Food & biomass >
agri-food sector

Pollination > production of >75% of 

global food crop types

Soil fertility >
agriculture

Water purification >
Natural filtration for e.g. drinkwater

management



The biodiversity crisis is 
already impacting the 
economy

● Risk categories are 

shifting over time



Biodiversity loss: risks and impacts on companies
● Operational risk: disruption of supply chains

● Regulatory & legal risk: governments are tightening rules (e.g. EU Nature 

Restoration Law / CSRD). Companies failing to adapt face fines or lose permits.

● Physical risk: Nature acts as a buffer. Loss of wetlands increases flood risks 

for coastal or riverside infrastructure - a major concern in Flanders and 

Wallonia.



Water stress in Belgium
Belgium and Flanders in particular is an exceptionally high water 

stressed region.
Flanders isamong the regions with the highest Baseline Water stress in Europe.



What can we do?
And what does nature restoration bring?



Nature based solutions
● Deliver sustainable benefits for climate, 

biodiversity, and human well-being

● More concrete:

○ Many nature reserves are super sponges

○ Peatlands are true carbon sinks: with 30 tons of 

carbon in the soil/ha, they store more CO2 than any 

other biotope, incl. tropical forest.

○ Wet natural areas act as super air conditioners

○ Living and working near natural areas guarantees a 

healthier population (Cambridge Univ.).



14

Biodiversity gain

Positive impact on healthCO2 capture

Protection against 
floodings

Keeps water to overcome 
drought

Water and air quality 
improvement

Vito study: 1€ invested 
gives a return of 8-51€ to 
society

Job creation in recreation

Nature restoration leads to several wins
Investing in nature restoration thrives biodiversity



Natuurpunt partnering  
with companies
● In 2025, we collaborated with 91 private 

companies on nature restoration projects.

● We categorize our projects into 3 clusters:

○ Water: wetland restoration

○ Climate: reforestation and peatland 
restoration

○ Biodiversity: species protection (e.g. 
supporting wild bees)

● Companies seek impact: 
litres of water, tonnes of carbon, wellbeing co-
workers…



● Wetlands offer important solutions for climate 

mitigation, water quality, water stress and 

biodiversity crisis.

● Wetlands contribute significantly to carbon storage.

● Natuurpunt has developed a wetland restoration 

plan : restoring 1500 ha, now in bad shape, spread over 

18 nature reserves. 

● We combine public and private funds:

EU LIFE Projets | EU Interreg | Private partners

Wetland restoration







Investing in new forest
● Climate change mitigation: carbon 

sequestration + cooling effect (also in cities)

● Biodiversity conservation

● Recreational value: forests are important 

for our well-being.

● It is easy to engage people for planting trees.

● Campaigns together with schools, 

commu-nities and companies

(CSR, carbon offsetting)



Biodiversity awareness and protection



How to finance
Status and ambition



Finance for
biodiversity in BE 
● First analysis (2023) shows severe 

biodiversity finance gap in BE

● Additional financial means and

human resources are needed to

reach our EU and international

obligations on nature & biodiversity

● 1.634 Million is still a small part of  

State expenses ( 0,6%)

Source: Onze natuur is goud waard, WWF-België, 2023

https://wwf.be/nl/publicatie/rapport-onze-natuur-goud-waard
https://wwf.be/nl/publicatie/rapport-onze-natuur-goud-waard
https://wwf.be/nl/publicatie/rapport-onze-natuur-goud-waard


BE biodiversity finance 
plan in development

● EU funded work to 
support BE 
administrations

● Detailed analysis of current 
financing ecosystem & 
needs

● Creating portfolio of 10-20 
high impact finance 
solutions to close gap  



● Landscape sharing is the key

● Integrate nature into every part of the landscape

Natuurpunt’s strategic vision
for nature restoration



Business investing in Nature
Why private actors invest

in nature restoration



Drivers to invest in biodiversity initiatives

● Our banking partners include BNP, Belfius, VDK, Candriam.

● Regarding insurance, we have established partnerships with AG, Ethias and Baloise.

● Motivations to invest in nature/biodiversity are various:

○ Reputation & brand image (all)

○ Enhancing carbon storage (Ethias)

○ Driving employee engagement in sustainability strategies (BNP & Ethias)

○ Meeting customer demands for products with a social and environmental 

impact (Belfius)

○ Mitigating climate-related risks and potential damages (BNP, Baloise & Ethias)

* banks, investors, insurance companies



Blended financing boosts biodiversity investment
● Natuurpunt receives 70% in subsidies for nature 

protection, but we need co-funding to take action.

● This is where blended financing makes the difference: it 

reduces the investment burden by leveraging these 

subsidies. This allows companies to contribute less while 

multiplying their impact to realize large-scale projects 

together.

● Public funding for nature and biodiversity is shrinking as 

priorities shift elsewhere, making the role of private 

companies even more crucial.



● Global biodiversity is in critical decline

● Nature is the backbone of our economy

● Ecosystem services are vital for economic 
and societal stability

● Nature-based solutions offer a primary path 
forward

● A massive financing gap must be bridged

● Private actors are the key to scaling solutions

Take aways



“In my lifetime I’ve 
witnessed a terrible 
decline. In yours, you 
could and should witness 
a wonderful recovery.”

“We know what we need 
to do. What happens next 
is up to us.”



Thank you very much
for your attention

Filip Hebbrecht, Accountmanager Corporate Partnerships

filip. hebbrecht@natuurpunt.be
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