


Could the lynx make a lasting return to Belgium?
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The Semois Valley National Park



A Bottom-up Strategy : Territorial Coalition



Operational Management

11 operators for 75 action sheets



The National Park Territory

Å29.000 ha

Å8 municipalities

Å2 provinces

ÅInside 2 nature 
parks (Gaume 
et Ardenne 
méridionale)

Å690 km of 
waterways

Å86% of forests



What are the 
actions of the 

National Park for 
the lynx?



3 Working Topics: 3 green ligths to collect

1) Social acceptance

2) Habitat quality

3) Connectivity



Social Acceptance

ÅPublic 

information

ÅStakeholders 

engagement 

strategy : 

needs to be put 

in place



Habitat Quality : Forest Edges

ÅCreation of forest edges and open areas whitin forest

100ha by 2026



Habitat Quality: Habitat Restoration

ÅSlopes and ridges
of the valley

20 ha by 2026

ÅValley bottoms

30 ha by 2026



Habitat Quality: wildlife tranquillity network

6,3% 8,2% +278 ha

Developing a network of 

strict forest reserves in

public hardwood forests


